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one in the whole world believed that Hindenburg,
that true Prussian, had not kept his papers in order.
Not till 7 August did the government make an official
announcement that von Papen had had the will in his
care and had on 2 August informed the government of
this. The day after Hindenburg's death the new
decree had already been signed by which Hitler,
besides the post of Chancellor, was also to take over the
office of President of the Reich. Under dictatorial
compulsion the people were to have an election on
the matter.

The will was published, therefore, not till a week
after Hindenburg's death. Whether it was genuine
or not is not known. Only one thing is known, and
that is that the London Times held it to be a forgery,
and stated its first part was taken word for word from
Hindenburg's autobiography, and that Hindenburg
did not by one single word propose Hitler as his
successor.

But usurpers do not go into such matters. The will
had not been favourable to Hitler; his telegram
of condolence to Oskar von Hindenburg was cool
and short, while Goring sent no less than two long
effusions one as a private person, the other as Air
Minister.

On 19 August the election under the terror was held,
at which anyone who voted No had to look forward to
prison. Over five million Germans, however, dared
to say No to Hitler as President of the Reich. They
were not only members of the old Labour parties, but
also German Nationalists, soldiers, Catholics, members
of the Confessional Church, and many other lovers of
freedom. As it was only National Socialists who looked